
                                                                                       
 
 

Tercentenary Celebrations at Filton Masonic Hall 
 

2017 Tercentenary – FMH Briefing Letter No. 3                           03 January 2017 

Briefing letter No. 3 

 
Dear Brethren, 

 

Organisation has been going on behind the scenes to bring to fruition events to assist us all at Filton 

Masonic Hall, Stapleton to celebrate the Tercentenary of Freemasonry. 

 

Certain individuals have taken up the challenge to get involved and put in some considerable effort to 

help you celebrate the Tercentenary and as the Filton Masonic Hall Tercentenary co-ordinator my 

grateful thanks go to those Brethren who have assisted so far, in particular W. Bro. Dick Smith and 

Bro. Richard Lewis of Hambrook Lodge. 

 

The list of planned events is as follows:- 

 

~ Bank Holiday Monday 1st May, 2017 – Fun day at Elm Tree Farm, Park Road, Stapleton. 

 

 Lodge volunteers provide labour for farm maintenance tasks in the morning with tea breaks 

and maybe lunch of soup & rolls. 

 Families and guests arrive early afternoon for afternoon events, tour of farm & meet the 

animals, car boot, entertainment – folk band, craft stalls, cake stalls, b-b-q, bar, visit cricket 

club next door etc. This is still a work in progress so all these attractions to be confirmed in 

due course. 

 

Elm Tree Farm have been very receptive and co-operative in agreeing to share a day with us at their 

farm and we are extremely grateful for their willingness to accept us onto their property and share in 

what we all hope will be a mutually fulfilling day for both parties. 

 

~ An Open Day for the public at Filton Masonic Hall - Provisional date: Saturday 8th July, 2017. 
  
~ Buffet or dinner to screen the Royal Albert Hall proceedings on a big screen at the Stapleton Hall 

   Provisional date Saturday 18th November, 2017. 
 

~ Possible ‘Bake-off’ event at the hall involving Masons and the local community or any other event if  

   someone has a bright idea. 
 

In association with the Elm Tree Farm event each Lodge is represented by a member who has agreed to 

be a co-ordinator to get each Lodge involved and promote the event, my grateful thanks to all: 
 

Fidelity:                              Chris Boon 

Fortitude:                            Steve Roach      

Hambrook:                          Richard Lewis / Dick Smith 

H&C:                                  Pete Coles 

Sincerity:                            Chris Boon / Bob Preece  

St Christopher:                    Steve Manning  

True Friendship:                  Steve Wood 
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A big, big thank you also to those Lodges, with the help of the co-ordinators, that are considering 

applying for the £300 Tercentenary match funding and donate it to Elm Tree Farm which is part of the 

Brandon Trust charity. 
 

Brethren, a big plea in regard to advertising of planned events and of the most urgent is that to be able 

to fund the advertising of the Elm Tree Farm event, not only to Masons, but out in the local community 

to make this a great success and achieve the aim of bringing awareness of Freemasonry to the local 

community where we meet and in this time of our celebration of 300 years. 
 

We need to start advertising this event this month so some professional looking advertising leaflets 

have already been drafted, but to get these into print we are looking for around £150. There is no 

money available from Province as they expect each Masonic Centre to self-fund the staging of all the 

Tercentenary events. 
 

To that end is there a Lodge or Lodges who might like to sponsor this event to the tune of £150 or say 

three lodges at £50 or would Lodges be able to donate some of their raffle money! 

Please let me know soonest if you can help - contact: Steve Manning tel: 07793642448 or email me: 

stephenmanning@btconnect.com 
 

For general information see the Elm Tree Farm website: http://www.elmtreefarm.org/ 
 

Apart from the Elm Tree Farm event where W. Bro. Dick Smith and Bro. Richard Lewis of Hambrook 

Lodge have stepped up to the plate to organise the event I am still looking for other Brethren/Lodges 

who can help in organising the other planned events. 

 

After Elm Tree Farm the next most pressing event to start organising is the planned Open day at Filton 

Masonic Hall possibly in July – is there any Mason/Lodge prepared to lead the organisation of this and 

co-opt a few others to help? 

 

The planned live streaming of the main event at the Royal Albert Hall is not now going to happen but it 

is understood a recorded version will be available, so it is planned to have a dinner or buffet at the hall 

with a screening of the event in November, again help to organise this will be required. 

 

Brethren, I urge you all to get involved and make this year of our Tercentenary a success in our part of 

the Masonic world and make sure that in our Province our own Filton Masonic Hall and its members 

did not fail to show its support for the celebrations. 

 
 

Yours sincerely and fraternally, 
 

S. Manning 
 

W. Bro. S. Manning PPGStwd 

Province of Gloucestershire Tercentenary Committee 

Filton Masonic Hall co-ordinator 
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